Frequently Asked Questions

This list is for the Wigan / Essex Group visiting Hong Kong 

Visa
As the party is just visiting and not working then you will not require visas for valid UK passport holders.

 

Hong Kong Information
The Hong Kong Tourist Association (HKTA) has a good website at http://www.discoverhongkong.com/ .

On our own website we have some great links at 

http://www.shambles.net/publ_areas/schoolcomm/HKSAR/index.html
You might like to contact the London HKTA office to send you multiple copies of paper-based material,

6 Grafton Street, London W1S 4EQ   tel: +44 20 7533 7100   email: hktalon@hkta.org
 

Currency
We use HK$ the rate is a little over $12 = £1 .... you can do some conversions using an online currency converter (see the link at the bottom right of the page at http://www.shambles.net/
Money can be converted in hotels .... but not recommended as poor exchange rates.

Many cash machine cards from the UK will work in Hong Kong and give you local currency.... certainly if the card has “EPS” or “PLUS” on it .... but check with your local bank.

Visitors don’t seem to use travellers cheques like they used to ...a sign of the easier transfer of money around the world I guess.

HK is advertised as a duty-free city but in fact there is duty on alcohol, cosmetics, petrol, gambling and probably one or two other items.

Best buys for these items will probably be at the London airport duty-free shops.

Bargaining is done in many shops.

 

Health
Some UK doctors will say you need some shots ..... most people come out here without any.

If anyone has medical conditions then I advise they carry their medication in their ‘carry-on’ baggage as checked-in baggage sometimes goes astray.

It would help if Nick & I knew of any particular medical problems.

 

Weather
It will be starting to get hot & humid and grey ...... but may have blue skies if lucky ... have a look at http://www.weather.org.hk/
Most schools and restaurants are air conditioned .... sensible to carry a light jumper even if hot outside ... you might like to wear it when in the restaurant. Nick is a lot more ‘hardy’ than I am and may well offer the opposite advise.... 

 

Flight Out Here
For those who haven’t travelled on such a long flight before (approx 11 hours).

All meals and drinks (including alcohol) are free ..... but advisable to drink lots of water ... it’s easy to dehydrate.

If you own one of those inflatable neck supports then take it with you.... they look weird but help considerably if trying to sleep... also eye shades.  

Jet-lag is usually a problem for most people and it may take a couple of days to acclimatise .... as you arrive late in the evening it might help as you can sleep immediately..... I would recommend you keep the first full day completely clear/free .... maybe a bit of shopping/tourist stuff.

If any members have just won the lottery I suggest they upgrade to business class!

 

Passports and Identification
Officially everyone is supposed to carry ID with them in HK .... we all have HK ID Cards.  Rather than carry your passports around I would recommend that you photocopy the important couple of pages and carried that around .... leave passports locked in the safe-deposit boxes in the hotel.

Budgets
Please note that the ESF cannot be responsible for any budget elements connected to this visit.

ESF
We have fifteen schools in the ESF http://www.esf.edu.hk , 5 secondary, 9 primary and one SEN but we also have access to a number of other international schools http://www.classmateasia.com/ .... but there are also 1200 local schools run by the HK Education Department and other independent bodies.

It is expected that this list will grow ….. any questions sent to Chris or Nick will have answers copied here.

