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INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT)

Question & Answer Briefing

This leaflet contains frequently asked questions about Information and Communication Technology (ICT). The following areas are covered:

	1) The new ICT programmes of study

2) ICT in other subjects

3) Schemes of Work

4) GCSEs

5) GNVQs
	6) Part One GNVQ

7) Key Skills

8) AS / A Levels

9) National Qualifications Framework

10) Entry Level Qualifications


1) The new ICT programmes of study

· What changes have been made to the English National Curriculum in ICT from 2000?

Minimal change has been made to the subject content within the programmes of study. However, the subject title has changed from IT to ICT, and the content has been restructured under the new headings of “finding things out”, “developing ideas and making things happen”, “exchanging and sharing information” and “reviewing, modifying and evaluating work as it progresses”. There is an increased emphasis on information sources and communication. The language of the programmes of study has been simplified so that the statutory requirements are easier to understand. The new layout sets out required knowledge, skills and understanding in ICT and the new “Breadth of Study” section outlines the contexts, activities, areas of study and range of experiences through which the knowledge, skills and understanding should be taught.

The new National Curriculum handbooks and subject booklets for England were distributed to schools in November 1999. The new programmes of study are also on-line at the following address: www.nc.uk.net. 

The proposals for the Welsh National Curriculum can be found at: www.accac.org.uk. 

The Northern Ireland curriculum is not expected to change before 2002.

A summary of the requirements for each key stage is outlined below:

Key Stage 1 and 2

· What are the requirements for teaching ICT?

Schools must cover the programmes of study for each of these key stages and report to parents on pupils’ progress at the end of each year. Coverage may be achieved through discrete subject teaching or through cross-curricula approaches or through a balanced mix.

· What are the assessment requirements for ICT in 2000 and beyond?

There is no statutory obligation for teachers to record and report children’s attainments in the form of levels at the end of key stages 1 and 2. Teachers will use their professional judgement to determine the most effective method of gathering evidence of pupils’ progress and the most appropriate way of reporting to parents. Progress in ICT must be reported as a separate subject, not only as a statement within other subject reports.

· What is the expected level of attainment at the end of each key stage?

At the end of key stage 1, the expected level for the majority of pupils is Level 2.*

At the end of key stage 2, the expected level for the majority of pupils is Level 4.*
(* The determination of levels of attainment in ICT at the end of key stages 1 and 2 is not statutory. The above information is given as guidance only.)

· Are there going to be statutory tests in ICT at the end of key stage 2?

There are no plans to introduce statutory tests in ICT at the end of key stage 2.

Key Stage 3

· What are the statutory requirements for teaching ICT at key stage 3?

Schools must cover the programmes of study for the key stage and report to parents on pupils’ progress at the end of each year. Coverage may be achieved through discrete subject teaching or through cross-curricula approaches or through a balanced mix.

· What are the assessment requirements for ICT in 2000 and beyond? 

At the end of year 9 teachers must produce a separate subject report and award an attainment level for each pupil.  Parents should receive notification of these results by the end of the summer term, along with comparative school results for year 9 pupils and national averages for the previous year.  The expected level of attainment for the majority of pupils at key stage 3 is Level 5/6.

· Will QCA be producing more Optional Tests and Tasks in ICT at key stage 3?

There are no plans to produce more Optional Tests and Tasks in ICT.

· Are there going to be statutory tests in ICT at the end of key stage 3?

There are no plans to introduce statutory tests in ICT at the end of key stage 3.

Key Stage 4

· What are the requirements for teaching ICT at key stage 4?
ICT is a compulsory feature of the KS4 curriculum. Schools must cover the programme of study and report to parents on pupils’ progress at the end of each year. Coverage may be achieved through discrete subject teaching or through cross-curricula approaches or through a balanced mix.

· Is there a requirement to assess ICT formally at key stage 4, for example, through a recognised qualification?

There is no statutory requirement to assess pupils formally in ICT at key stage 4. 

· What qualifications have been mapped to meet the requirements for the key stage 4 Programme of Study?

Key Skill in IT

GCSE in ICT

Short-course GCSE in ICT

GNVQ in ICT

Other vocational qualifications may also match at least parts of the programme of study at key stage 4. 

2) ICT in Other Subjects of the English National Curriculum

· What changes have been made regarding the provision of ICT in other subjects?

The requirement for ICT in other subjects has been significantly enhanced. The Use of IT statement is replaced by a new statutory statement on the Use of information and communication technology across the curriculum. The new statement applies to all subjects, except physical education at key stage 1 and 2, and emphasises the role of ICT in enhancing teaching and learning in each subject. The revised programmes of study in all subjects (except non-core subjects at key stage 1 and physical education at all key stages) include specific statutory requirements to use ICT which are integral to teaching and learning in the subject and examples of further opportunities to make effective use of ICT. Notes in the margins of the programmes of study also highlight opportunities to use ICT. and are in all National Curriculum handbooks.

3) Schemes of Work

· What is the latest information on the exemplar Schemes of Work produced by QCA?
Key Stage 3

Publication of the exemplar Key Stage 3 Scheme of Work in ICT is planned for summer 2000. It will cover all aspects of the English National Curriculum programme of study at key stage 3. Teachers will be free to use the units contained within the Scheme of Work to support their teaching, or can continue using their own Schemes of Work if preferred.

Primary Scheme of Work

Revised units to the Primary Scheme of Work in IT will be published in 2000. The revisions ensure that the Scheme of Work aligns properly with the English National Curriculum programmes of study. Teachers will be free to use the units contained within the Scheme of Work to support their teaching, or can continue using their own Schemes of Work if preferred.

4) GCSEs

· What changes are happening to GCSEs in IT?

The revised programmes of study in ICT at key stage 4 will be implemented from September 2000. Revised GCSE specifications incorporating these changes will be available to centres for courses starting at the same time. The title of GCSE IT will change to GCSE ICT to reflect the subject name change in the English National Curriculum. 
5) GNVQs

· What changes have been made to the revised GNVQ specifications?

The changes in the revised specifications follow the model of the pilot GNVQ running since 1997. The new units set out the knowledge, understanding and skills required in clear, jargon-free language. At advanced level ICT, the number of compulsory and optional units in the Full Award has changed to six compulsory units and six optional units.

At all levels, each GNVQ unit will be graded. Unit grades will be converted into points, which will be aggregated to produce a grade for the whole qualification. At foundation and intermediate level, pass, merit and distinction grades will be used. However, at advanced level, A to E grading will be used to demonstrate comparability with GCE. Opportunities for students to provide evidence towards attaining the IT key skill are now signposted in all new GNVQ specifications.

In ICT foundation and intermediate GNVQs will be available as 6-unit and 3-unit awards, and advanced GNVQs as 12-unit, 6-unit and 3-unit awards.

· When will centres receive the revised GNVQ specifications?

The Awarding Bodies will send their accredited revised specifications at Foundation, Intermediate and Advanced levels to centres during Spring 2000 for first teaching in September 2000. 

6) Part One GNVQ

· What is the Part One GNVQ?
The Part One GNVQ for September 2000 will consist of three compulsory vocational units at foundation and intermediate levels. The Part One GNVQ was designed for key stage 4 pupils and is now available pre and post 16.

7) Key Skills

· What are key skills?

There are six key skills: Application of Number; Communication; Information Technology;  Working with Others; Improving Own Learning and Performance; Problem Solving. Opportunities for students to develop key skills and to provide evidence towards attaining key skills are now signposted in the new AS / A level and GNVQ specifications.

The key skills of application of number, communication and IT will be available as a single, ‘stand-alone’ qualification from September 2000. Attainment will assessed and recorded on a single certificate for students who achieve in all three skills.

The IT key skill has been aligned with the English National Curriculum requirements for ICT at key stage 4 and is available as a stand-alone qualification on the Section 400 list.

8) AS/A levels

· What changes have been made to the new AS/A level specifications?
For ICT and Computing specifications starting in September 2000, the full A level will have six units of approximately equal size. The first three units will make up the Advanced Subsidiary (AS) qualification. The other three units will be known as A2. A level and AS qualifications may be assessed either in stages or at the end of the course. The new AS qualification is designed to support progression and encourage breadth in post-16 programmes. Those students who start an A level programme but decide not to continue beyond the first year will be able to have their attainments to that point recognised.

The full A level will include an element of synoptic assessment which will test pupils’ ability to make connections between different aspects of the subject. Opportunities for students to provide evidence towards attaining key skills are signposted in all AS/A level specifications. 

· When will centres receive the revised AS/A level specifications?
The Awarding Bodies will send their accredited revised specifications to centres in Spring 2000 for first teaching in September 2000. 

9) National Qualifications Framework

· What is the National Qualifications Framework?

The National Qualifications Framework is designed to provide quality, coherence and comparability in general and vocational qualifications. The framework is intended to: 

· promote lifelong learning through clear routes of progression supporting the achievement of national targets; 

· promote access, motivation and attainment in education and training; 

· avoid unnecessary duplication and overlap between qualifications, while ensuring that there is sufficient breadth to meet the full range of needs;

· promote confidence in the relevance and integrity of national awards.

· What are the ramifications for IT qualifications?

To be admitted into the National Qualifications Framework, qualifications must make appropriate and distinctive contributions to the framework and meet the needs of users. Qualifications have to conform to strict criteria defined by the regulatory authorities to gain admission. As part of a rolling programme of accreditation leading to the implementation of the framework in September 2001, QCA is currently reviewing IT qualifications. This is likely to affect all existing qualifications and centres should consult their Awarding Bodies for information relating to changes.

10) Entry Level qualifications / certificates of achievement

· What are entry level qualifications?

Entry level qualifications are the initial level in the new national qualifications framework. They are designed for learners who are not yet ready for GCSE, foundation GNVQ or NVQ level 1, and there are three levels of achievement which are broadly in line with national curriculum levels 1-3. Entry level qualifications are recognised in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
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