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This document was compiled initially in 1996 as part of the 

curriculum review “In Pursuit of Excellence”.

‘A Framework for an ESF Entitlement Curriculum’ 

The following was compiled & agreed by primary and secondary IT staff (PITT & SITT) in 1996



Information Technology in the English Schools Foundation

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) in ESF Primary and Secondary Schools
1.1 Key Principles

(i)
Information Technology is a cross curricular area in both primary & secondary school.

(ii)
Information Technology should enhance learning in all curriculum areas.

(iii)
All students should be given the opportunity to progressively develop Information Technology Capability

(iv)
Information Technology (IT) capability is characterised by an ability to use effectively IT tools and information sources to analyse, process and present information, and to model, measure and control external events. This involves:

· using information sources and IT tools to solve problems;

· using IT tools and information sources, such as computer systems and software packages, to support learning in a variety of contexts;

· understanding the implications of IT for working life and society.

(v)
Pupils should be given opportunities, where appropriate, to develop and apply their IT capability in their study of National Curriculum subjects.

2.2 Values and Attitudes

(i)
In developing their ability to use Information Technology students should:

· be able to decide when it is appropriate to use Information Technology.

· develop confidence and satisfaction in the use of Information Technology.

· broaden their understanding of the effects of the use of Information Technology.

· become familiar with Information Technology and its logical nature.

(ii)
Information Technology should:

· provide a means of enhancing students' self esteem, and

· enable students to present their work in a variety of forms including text, sound & graphics.

(iii)
In addition students should develop:

· the ability both to work independently and to collaborate effectively in the use of ICT.

· the appreciation of the potential of Information Technology.

· the ability to be creative and to experiment.

2.3. Content and Entitlement

(i)
The Student
· All students need to experience Information Technology in:

· Problem solving

· Communicating and Handling Information

· Controlling, Monitoring, and Modeling and to reflect on the way in which Information Technology is used outside school.

All students should

· have an entitlement of access to computers and computer technology in schools.

· know which Information Technology resources are available to them.

· be able to make an informed choice about the aspects of Information Technology which might be particularly useful in solving problems in contexts  appropriate to their particular National Curriculum Key Stage Level.

· should continue to use I.T. beyond Key Stage 3.

(ii)
The Teacher
Teachers should:

· develop and encourage the openness of mind necessary to deal with advancements in Information Technology and make students aware of the choices available.

· make students aware of the ethical implications and consequences of the growing use of Information Technology.

(iii)
The Resources
· Effective teaching and learning relies on sufficient resources of an adequate quality being available.

· Due to the constant and rapid change in Information Technology there needs to be sufficient financial backing to enable these resources to be provided.

· Students are entitled to an annual IT time allocation on the curriculum of no less than the notional times recommended for the National Curriculum.  

These times are:

-
27 hours at KS1 (3.6%) and 

- 
36 hours at KS2 (4.3%) through other subjects; 

- 
45 hours in KS3 (5.2%) 50% of which should be used for direct teaching of IT skills and knowledge, and 50% for application across the curriculum; 

-
22 hours at KS4 (2.5%) through a wide range of courses, both specialist, and in other areas of the curriculum as an alternative to specialist IT courses.  This requires adequate staffing.

(iv)
Health and safety implications should be kept under constant review.

2.4 The Learning and Teaching Process

(i)  
"A Framework for the E.S.F. Entitlement Curriculum 5-18" will help to place Information Technology within the whole curriculum.

(ii)   
Primary/Secondary liaison should take place regularly to ensure the structured development of Information Technology capability.

(iii)  
It should be appreciated that Information Technology is not solely the responsibility of the Information Technology coordinator and all teachers:

· should ensure that each student will have experience of when, how and where to use Information Technology at the appropriate level.

· should be aware of the individual needs of their students and provide opportunities for these needs to be developed.

· should be aware of, and foster, the principles of equal opportunity.

· have a professional obligation to develop their own Information Technology capability and to be an effective role model.  This is a factor which should be taken into account when appointing new staff.

· should provide a classroom environment which facilitates the appropriate use of Information Technology resources.

· should liaise with other subject teachers to facilitate the structured development of Information Technology capability.

· should continue to be given appropriate Information Technology INSET.

(iv)
There will inevitably be an increased workload on staff, particularly those inexperienced in Information Technology, if their teaching is to incorporate Information Technology effectively.

2.5  Evaluation and Development

(i)

Each school should ensure that appropriate assessment is made, of each student‘s progress in developing Information Technology Capability.  This may be achieved by:

· internal monitoring of the students' performance in Information Technology - The Information Technology Coordinator should be able to provide an overview within the school to help identify problems and ensure progression.

· review by external bodies such as Education Officers, HMI's, Advisors, etc.

(ii) 
Each school should have an Information Technology policy.

· The School's Senior Management Team, as advised by the Information Technology coordinator, should be responsible for overseeing the review and implementation of the Information Technology policy by all the staff within the school.

(iii)
All Subject Area Coordinators and Heads of Department should ensure that provisions for Information Technology are included in their own development plans.

END

[image: image2.png]m— 0 TN314303 JOOHDS 3HL NI

hw_om ONINNV1d -




[image: image3.png]REBRGE
ENGLISH SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

x%



          Contact Chris Smith  (csmith@esf.edu.hk)                           
          Downloaded from http://www.shambles.net/csmith/ICT/ICTipoe.doc                                                         

