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Web Evaluation Report

Site Title  Shambles in S.E.Asia
Site URL  http://www.shambles.net/
Level of school  High school, teachers, administration and parents.
Site Author/Webmaster Chris Smith
Evaluation Contact Person Chris Smith
Overview (description of overall site)


This is an interesting website chock-full of resources for educators, 
            administrators, students or anyone interested in South East Asia. 
Purpose of Site - “This website is designed to support the international school
 communities in 17 countries in South East Asia.”
Target Audience(s) of Site - Teachers, support staff, administrators, students and 

Families.
Content included - International Schools, Country Information, Education 

Websites, Advice for Parents, Prof. Dev. For Teachers, Calendars & Events, 

Applications and Utilities, Asia Groups, Yellow Pages, e-learning, Games, Safe 

Web Searching, Interactive W-Board, Our School, Dynamic Menu, Shambles 

Shop.
Techniques employed - Picture on homepage changes every time you log on. 

These pictures relate to the cultures and traditions of the schools targeted in the

 website. There is a ticker across the top of the page which provides links to   

schools in different South East Asian countries. These links lead to maps, facts, 

websites and emails for targeted schools. Colors are many, bright and contrasting.
Methods

Description of Instruments Used – Website Motivational Analysis Checklist 

(WebMAC) Professional (v.2.0) and Content Validity Scale (Arnone & Small

1999).
Description of Evaluators – One Graduate student in Education/Special Ed. 

Program at St. John Fisher College, Rochester, New York. Two Graduate students   

in Library Media Specialist program at Syracuse University, Syracuse, New York.  
Results

WebMAC Professional Total and V & XS Subscale Scores:

V scores reflect how stimulating and meaningful the website is. The average score 

was 26.2 
· Visitors are intrigued and encouraged to visit each link on the pages. 
· Use of color and text creates interest.  
· Each of the portals has links that encouraged curiosity and going further into the site.
XS scores reflect how organized and easy-to-use the website is. The average score 

was 24.  
· Education Websites are clearly marked, making it easy for students, teachers, staff and administrators to find topics and curriculum. 
· Safe web searching makes this an excellent site for student and parent use.
WebMAC Professional Attribute Scores: S = how stimulating the website is, M 
= how meaningful the website is, O = how organized the website is and E = 
how easy-to-use the website is.
S score : 12 
· Current information, including Tsunami links, today’s date and 

                 clock on home page are stimulating. 
· User feels the site is alive and updated regularly. 
· Games, simulations and interactive pages (Shambles Shop, stop watch) are fun.

· Dynamic menu is great interactive fun for all ages.
M score : 14
· Advice for parents, Professional Development for teachers and

                        Calendar of events all contribute to the meaningfulness of the site.
· The “20,000 websites recommended and approved by teachers” is testimony to the strength of the portal as an educational tool. 

O score : 12
· Left side menu with clearly defined topics such as Education Websites, Yellow pages, e-Learning etc. keep Shamble organized.
· Pop-up menus on every page make it easy to navigate through the pages.

E score : 12
· Good use of sub-headings, navigating them was simple and always leads to more possibilities.

· White background forces focus on content, contrast makes it easy to read.
CVS Score: average was 36/50
· Providing links to professional journal sites, such as International Journal of Educational Technology, and familiar educator resources such as ERIC meta-list of journals help to validate the content of the site. 
· The “RSS Education Ticker (latest news)” feeder lets the reader know that the available information is current, relevant and valid.
Interpretation of Results

            The site is stimulating in that it utilizes bright colors to catch the eye. The ticker across the top and the photographs help to pique a visitor’s interest. The logo in the upper left corner, with the dropping “e” shingle adds personality to the site’s homepage as does the owner’s signature.
          The meaningfulness of the site is its strong point. There is so much excellent information that it can get a little bit confusing trying to find one’s way around (indicated by the lower scoring in organization and easy-to-use categories). Three things in particular are useful, informative and fun: the calendar of events, resources for library media specialists and the GE online marker pen.

Recommendations

           If it is technically possible, you may want to consider changing the resolution or the pixel size in order to increase the size of the font and eliminate white space on the right side of the screen. 
          One way to make the website appear a little more organized is having the blue links listed vertically under the red headings. Columns across the page may make it easier for the eye to scan the different topics.  The topics could be broad such as ‘Resources for Teachers,’ ‘Resources for Parents,’ ‘Resources for LMS,’ ‘Services,’ ‘Schools,’ ‘Site Index.’ These could even be added to the ticker across the top of the page.
          Students who visit the website may enjoy an eye catching link from the home page to resources they often use. For example in the menu on the left have “students” in a fun, colorful font, with all the different web links and resources listed underneath. 

          You may want to consider adding a link to an indexed, searchable site map. This would help with navigation through the many resources that are available.
          The forum area seems like it could be very useful for others to share information. You may want to consider highlighting this on the homepage to get conversations started. Drawing attention to the fact that there is an area available for folks to share their experiences, tips, and knowledge may increase traffic. 
            Shambles is a catchy name that is easy to remember. The information provided is current, and relevant, especially for educators. The library media specialist will find links to some old favorites as well as some novel, informative and international sites. 
Website evaluated by Melinda Appleby, Graduate Student, Syracuse University  mappleby1@rochester.rr.com.
